
United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) Resolution 4/8 and 5/9

In 2019 at the fourth session of UNEA, held in Nairobi, Resolution 4/8 was adopted on the Sound Management 
of Chemicals and Waste. Building upon recommendations from the GCO-II, the resolution “recognizes the value 
of developing a better understanding of sustainable chemistry opportunities globally”. 

It further requested that UNEP “Synthetize the analysis of best practice in sustainable chemistry produced by 
the Environment Programme into manuals on green chemistry and sustainable chemistry, in consultation with 
relevant stakeholders, by the fifth session of the Environment Assembly, and continue to work on a long-term 
holistic approach for the sound management of chemicals and waste, taking into account both the importance 
of the sound management of chemicals and the potential benefits of chemicals for sustainable development”

In 2022, at the resumed session of UNEA-5, a new omnibus resolution was adopted covering various topics 
related to the sound management of chemicals and waste. With respect to green and sustainable chemis-
try, the resolution “Welcomes the United Nations Environment Programme’s Green and Sustainable Chemistry: 
Framework Manual and its Executive Summary, which highlight the crucial importance of environmentally sound 
innovation, and encourage their use as appropriate”
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http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/28518/English.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y



