
 

 

 
 
SAICM/IP.1/4* 

 
 
 

 

 
Distr.: General 
24 January 2017 

 
English only  

 First meeting of the intersessional process considering the Strategic Approach  
and the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020 Brasilia, Brazil, 7-9 February 2017 
Item 5 of the provisional agenda** 
Beyond 2020 
 
 

Thought starter for the first meeting of the intersessional 
process 
Note by the secretariat 
1. The secretariat has the honour to provide, in the annex to the present note, a thought starter 
developed by the Bureau of the fifth session of the International Conference on Chemicals 
Management to support the discussions of the intersessional process considering the Strategic 
Approach and the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020. 
 
2. In preparation for the meeting, participants may wish to reflect on the information and 
questions presented.  

 
 

                                                             
* Reissued for technical reasons on 24 January 2017. 
**SAICM/IP.1/1 
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Annex 
The Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management and  

the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020 
Thought starter for the first meeting of the intersessional process 

A submission of the ICCM5 Bureau 
 
Introduction   
The fourth session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM4), through Conference resolution 
IV/4, launched an intersessional process to provide recommendations on the Strategic Approach to International 
Chemicals Management (SAICM) and the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020.  
In Conference resolution IV/4, paragraph 9, stakeholders decided that the work of the intersessional process will be 
informed by the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and resolution 1/5 of the United Nations Environment 
Assembly (UNEA), including the related outcome document “Strengthening the sound management of chemicals and 
wastes in the long term”.   
The Independent Evaluation of the Strategic Approach for 2006-2015 and the Global Chemicals Outlook II will provide 
important insights for the participants in the intersessional process as we move forward. These documents will help 
decision-makers to identify gaps, including those that exist between developed and developing countries in their ability to 
pursue the sound management of chemicals and waste, and to set priorities. 
This thought starter has been developed by the Bureau of the fifth session of the International Conference on Chemicals 
Management to support initial discussions at the first intersessional meeting. It outlines seven topics for consideration of 
stakeholders, including:  addressing emerging and ongoing challenges; the role of sustainable chemistry; a new science-
policy interface; governance; the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; measuring progress, reviewing 
commitments; and financing.  
The document includes a number of questions for consideration in the intersessional discussions.  
With limited time available at the intersessional meetings, participants may wish to set out a process for developing 
options and for engagement on these and other topics between meetings.  

 
Context 
The United Nations Environment Assembly articulated its vision for strengthening the sound management of chemicals 
and waste in the long term: 
“To achieve the sound management of chemicals throughout their life cycle and of hazardous wastes in ways that lead to 
the prevention or minimization of significant adverse effects on human health and the environment, as an essential 
contribution to the three dimensions of sustainable development.”1   
A renewed vision may be achieved by building upon those elements of the Strategic Approach that have worked well, and 
by addressing gaps. The Dubai Declaration, the Overarching Policy Strategy and the Global Plan of Action, the Overall 
Orientation and Guidance collectively provide a basis for forging an enhanced framework beyond 2020.The long-term 
vision should also take into account the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.   
The 2006 Dubai Declaration is an essential document embodying the high-level commitment made by the World Summit 
on Sustainable Development in 2002. A comparable high-level declaration on the ambition and vision for the period 
beyond 2020 could be endorsed at the fifth session of the International Conference on Chemicals Management (ICCM5), 
signalling the continuous strong will of all stakeholders to commit to the sound management of chemicals and waste.  
Questions: 
 Does the vision articulated by the United Nations Environment Assembly capture the beyond 2020 context for the 

Strategic Approach and the sound management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020?  What changes, if any, would 
be appropriate? 

                                                             
1 United Nations Environment Assembly resolution 1/5 on chemicals and waste – Annex II, paragraph 7: Strengthening the sound 
management of chemicals and wastes in the long term 
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 How do we build the necessary political momentum to support the vision?   
 How would we secure endorsement by the governing bodies of the participating organizations of the Inter-

Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals (IOMC) as well as other intergovernmental 
organizations that are active in the sound management of chemicals and waste? 

 What commitments would be needed from stakeholders in order to support the vision? 
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Topic 1:  Addressing emerging and ongoing challenges 
Desired outcome for the intersessional process:  
 The beyond 2020 platform responds to ongoing challenges as well as new and emerging issues (consistent with 

Conference resolution IV/4 and UN Environment Assembly resolution I/5).  
Key considerations: 
 The Strategic Approach should focus on key activities in the field of chemical safety, to maximize the chance for 

success while maintaining flexibility to respond to different national needs. The Strategic Approach stakeholders 
need to prioritize efforts to ensure the basic elements of sound management of chemicals and waste exist in all 
countries.  Priority actions must continue in those countries - largely in the developing world - that still face 
challenges in this area, while also considering how to be responsive to the issues of concern and opportunities and 
challenges within the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 The Strategic Approach should continue to provide a forum for open discussion and information exchange by all 
stakeholders, as well as foster the promotion of collaborative action through partnerships and other efforts. It should 
build on issues and lessons learned to date. 

 Furthermore, the Strategic Approach could focus on addressing cross-cutting issues covering the life cycle of 
chemicals and waste to address globally relevant emerging and ongoing challenges. To achieve this, a process is 
needed to identify such challenges and to prioritize them that goes beyond Overarching Policy Strategy paragraph 24 
(j)2. 

 In addressing emerging and other ongoing challenges, stakeholders may wish to categorize them as issues of concern, 
new and emerging, urgent and/or unaddressed issues. 

 The time spent on issues of concern at the International Conference on Chemicals Management needs to balance 
between negotiating resolutions, and having a dynamic and constructive space where stakeholders can advance, by 
sharing information, ideas and experiences, on issues of importance to them.  

 Progress in pursuing emerging issues and other issues of concern needs to be measured and reported upon in a 
transparent manner by establishing and pursuing goals that are specific, measurable, achievable, resource-based and 
time-bound (SMART).  

 There is an ongoing need to strengthen international cooperation to facilitate transfer of expertise, technologies and 
scientific data to implement the Strategic Approach, as well as exchange good practices.3  

Questions 
 What are the issues of concern that need to be addressed beyond 2020? For example:   

o Heavy metals besides mercury (e.g. additional lead related issues, cadmium, arsenic etc.)? 
o Plastics across their life cycle from production to disposal, including land-based sources of ocean pollution and 

inadequate waste collection and recycling systems? 
o Toxic air pollution, which kills more than 5.5 million people per year? 
o Disposal of obsolete pesticide stocks and recycling of pesticide containers? 
o Pollution or environmental damage caused by facilities that are in decline or have been abandoned? 

 What criteria should be set for selecting priorities? What priority criteria would maximise chances of success?  
 For the existing emerging policy issues and other issues of concern, how could these issues be wrapped up where 

possible, or brought forward to the future beyond 2020 work programme, for example chemicals in products? 
 Should issues of concern be established with time-bound goals? What are the conditions under which issues of 

concern would be removed from the list?  
 How should emerging challenges be reported upon? How should progress be measured?  
                                                             
2 “The International Conference on Chemicals Management will undertake periodic reviews of the Strategic Approach. The functions 
of the Conference will be: […] ( j) To focus attention and call for appropriate action on emerging policy issues as they arise and to 
forge consensus on priorities for cooperative action.” 
3 This text is consistent with text in WHA Resolution 69.4, paragraph 1(9) where member states were urged to strengthen international 
cooperation to address health impacts of chemicals and waste, including through facilitating transfer of expertise, technologies and 
scientific data to implement the Strategic Approach, as well as exchanging good practices. 
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 Topic 2:  The role of sustainable chemistry 
Desired outcome for the intersessional process: 
 The role of sustainable chemistry is reflected in the Strategic Approach and the sound management of chemicals and 

waste beyond 2020 discussions. 
Key considerations: 
 The benefit of chemistry is embedded in the Strategic Approach Dubai Declaration.  Paragraph 14 of the Dubai 

Declaration states: “‘We are determined to realize the benefits of chemistry, including green chemistry, for improved 
standards of living, public health and protection of the environment, and are resolved to continue working together to 
promote the safe production and use of chemicals”’. 

 One concept for making progress on the chemicals and waste related goals and targets in the 2030 Agenda is 
sustainable chemistry, which is acknowledged by United Nations Environment Assembly Resolution 2/7.  

 Sustainable chemistry is most frequently associated with efforts to achieve resource efficiency.  
 The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) defines sustainable chemistry as:  

“Sustainable chemistry is a scientific concept that seeks to improve the efficiency with which natural resources are 
used to meet human needs for chemical products and services. Sustainable chemistry encompasses the design, 
manufacture and use of efficient, effective, safe and more environmentally benign chemical products and processes. 
Sustainable chemistry is also a process that stimulates innovation across all sectors to design and discover new 
chemicals, production processes, and product stewardship practices that will provide increased performance and 
increased value while meeting the goals of protecting and enhancing human health and the environment”4.  

 Sustainable chemistry incorporates economic, social and environmental dimensions. On the technical level, green 
chemistry is one part of the environmental dimension of sustainable chemistry.  

 Green chemistry should be encouraged and supported through technology transfer to developing countries and 
countries with economies in transition. Green chemistry is most frequently associated with efforts related to hazard 
reduction. For example, the United States Environmental Protection Agency definition of green chemistry begins: 
“Green Chemistry is the design of chemical products and processes that reduce or eliminate the generation of 
hazardous substances”5. 

 Green chemistry and sustainable chemistry are open opportunities for industry and academia/ scientific community to 
play a pro-active leadership role in promoting innovation for the sound management of chemicals and waste. The 
goal is that countries not only manage chemicals better, but that industry designs safer chemicals from the start and 
consider non-chemical alternatives, taking into account social and economic considerations and implications from the 
outset. The concepts can foster product stewardship and innovation for sustainability both in academic and industrial 
environments. This could include, for example, alternatives to highly hazardous pesticides. 

 Useful work has gone into developing and promoting both of these concepts, and each has strengths.  
 As delegates plan for the future, defining and promoting green chemistry and sustainable chemistry coupled with 

setting-related targets could support a new paradigm for sound management of chemicals and waste, and could 
provide an important contribution to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

Questions: 
 Can sustainable chemistry and green chemistry, as overarching concepts, be further defined to promote sound 

management of chemicals and waste beyond 2020 and contribute to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals? 
If so, how?  And by whom? 

 How can we promote greater research, including for exposure, and use of more sustainable chemicals (e.g. safer 
alternatives to chemicals that are being phased out, chemicals of concern or chemicals whose use is restricted by 
existing conventions)?   

 What could be accomplished/advanced through voluntary actions? What could be advanced through the Multilateral 
Environmental Agreements or other mechanisms? 

 How can sustainable chemistry and green chemistry be translated into tangible targets beyond 2020?  
 How could industries be encouraged to take leadership in these areas? 
 
                                                             
4 www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/risk-management/sustainablechemistry.htm 
5 www.epa.gov/greenchemistry 
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Topic 3:  A new science-policy interface 
Desired outcome for the intersessional process:  
 The role of science and its link to both policy and implementation are taken into consideration in the beyond 2020 

discussions. 
Key considerations: 
 Considerable uncertainties about hazards and risks come with the ongoing development of new chemical substances 

and with the increasing use of chemicals in ever more products.  The role of science in the Strategic Approach 
process is an important consideration, particularly in making science relevant and useful in policy and governance 
processes.  

 Strengthening the link between science and policy may therefore be highly recommended in global chemicals 
governance. 

 A new subsidiary body to a future International Conference on Chemicals Management addressing science-policy 
issues and functions could be established to fulfil a number of requirements.   

 For a possible subsidiary body to be useful, precise terms of reference would be needed to ensure that all appropriate 
stakeholder groups are able to participate and that the full spectrum of scientific and public health disciplines related 
to chemical safety are actively engaged. 

 Tasks could include:  providing information on the state of knowledge on emerging and ongoing challenges; 
analysing options for dealing with the challenges; developing indicators for tracking progress on Strategic Approach 
implementation; and using a wide range of capacity building approaches, including education and training 
programmes, capacity building projects and others. 

 Apart from spurring progress within the Strategic Approach, the subsidiary body undertaking science-policy 
functions could foster transdisciplinary academic cooperation, enable information exchange and learning across 
disciplines and regions, and generally enhance the visibility of these issues within academia.  

Questions: 
 Is there a need to strengthen the link between science and policy beyond 2020?  If so, what science-policy functions 

could be enhanced beyond 2020? Can existing organizations perform these functions, or is there a need for a new 
body?  

 What are possible advantages and disadvantages of a subsidiary body? 
 What elements would be needed for a precise terms of reference including provisions to ensure balanced 

participation, avoid bias and undue influence, and the engagement of all relevant disciplines? 
 Would the subsidiary body: 

o Be time- or task-limited? 
o Assess emerging and ongoing challenges and provide policy-relevant knowledge on the effects of these 

challenges?  
o Advise stakeholders on a possible prioritization, based on the estimated social and environmental costs and 

benefits?   
o Link to potential future Global Chemicals Outlook processes? 
o Report to the Conference? 

 How would this work link to the activities of other international venues (support the Multilateral Environmental 
Agreements) as well as work of Inter-Organization Programme for the Sound Management of Chemicals (IOMC) 
organizations? 
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Topic 4:  Governance 
Desired outcome for the intersessional process:  
 A sustainable and stable governance structure under which to achieve progress is established that not only continues, 

but strengthens, the multi-sector and multi-stakeholder approach. 
Key considerations: 
 The Strategic Approach is an “umbrella” framework with a very broad scope. It is the only global forum for 

addressing questions of overarching importance for chemicals and waste. The multi-stakeholder and multi-sectoral 
platform is valued. 

 The Overarching Policy Strategy provides a framework for action towards 2020. An update may be desirable, as the 
Overarching Policy Strategy centrally refers to the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation from 2002. A renewed 
strategy that adds to the Strategic Approach could emphasize current and new actions that need to be undertaken on 
chemicals and waste beyond 2020.  

 The Global Plan of Action lists 299 activities in 40 possible work areas, including associated activities, actors, 
targets, and timeframes, indicators of progress and implementation aspects. The Global Plan of Action does not 
highlight priorities. It provides guidance for implementation but does provide useful objectives to stakeholders in 
fulfilment of the Strategic Approach.  

 The Overall Orientation and Guidance for Achieving the 2020 Goal is intended to guide progress toward 2020, and it 
is likely that many of these basic elements and priority action areas will remain relevant beyond 2020.  

 In moving forward, adoption of a concrete, realistic and balanced approach is paramount to fill the existing gaps. 
Stakeholders should build on the successes of SAICM to date and not duplicate efforts or reinvent areas where there 
is no need to do so. That is, while it is important to consider the 2030 Sustainable Development goals in discussions, 
it is important to remember that the SAICM vision and scope as articulated in the Dubai Declaration and the 
Overarching Policy Strategy were built on the concept of chemicals as a sustainable development issue and the need 
for multi-stakeholder, multi- sectoral action. 

 In moving forward, there needs to be consideration regarding the appropriate structures for the engagement of non-
state actors, in particular promoting enhanced multi-stakeholder and multi-sectoral engagement.  

 Active engagement of stakeholders from all relevant sectors, within their fields of responsibility and in accordance 
with their respective capacities is critical in moving forward. Where capacities and institutions need to be enhanced, 
the Strategic Approach should provide measures to enable required improvements. Participants at the intersessional 
meeting may wish to consider successes, challenges and barriers to how sectors can work collaboratively together, 
providing mutual support for making greater progress on the sound management of chemicals, including working 
together to strengthen, expand and further integrate a truly multi-sectoral approach (beyond health and environment) 
to decision-making and implementation. 

 Efforts must be made to strengthen political priority and awareness to the beyond 2020 platform from the outset. 
Heightened awareness of all stakeholders will play an important role in securing financing and meeting future goals 
and commitments. Communication about the beyond 2020 agenda must be clear and visual.    

 As form follows function, it may be necessary to further elaborate the proposed workplan and vision for beyond 2020 
before meaningful dialogue on a revised governance platform can be contemplated.  

Questions: 
 Should the five objectives of the Overarching Policy Strategy be adjusted, for example by taking into account the six 

core activity areas identified in the Overall Orientation and Guidance?  Are there other core activity areas that 
could be seen as priority today? 

 Does the Global Plan of Action remain relevant? If so, how could it be used in moving forward? 
 How can the beyond 2020 platform be designed: 

o to raise the political priority and high-level political support for sound management of chemicals and waste and 
Strategic Approach implementation? 

o to support all stakeholders in setting priorities? 
o to increase the determination of governments and other stakeholders to fulfil their commitments and implement 

their activities? 
o to build upon existing engagement of IOMC bodies? 
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 How can the various multilateral agreements and related health and labour conventions leverage action to achieve 

the Strategic Approach vision?  How can implementation of the Strategic Approach complement, rather than 
duplicate, action under these entities? 

 Could it be useful to embed non-governmental stakeholders even more strongly in the decision-making process? The 
tripartite structure of the International Labour Organization (ILO) may provide a blueprint, where each government 
attends the International Labour Conference with four delegates, two from responsible ministries and one each from 
employer organizations and labour unions. 

 How can the global chemical sector raise its ambition towards achieving the truly sound management of chemicals 
and waste? 
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Topic 5:  The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
Desired outcome for the intersessional process: 
 The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development contributes to a renewed and enhanced framework for decisive, 

collective actions on chemicals and waste in the beyond 2020 context.    
Key considerations: 
 Grounded in the Dubai Declaration, the sound management of chemicals is an essential prerequisite for sustainable 

development.   
 The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development provides new and enhanced opportunities to engage all stakeholders 

within key sectors and downstream users.  
 Sustainable Development Goal 12, ”Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns”, embeds the Strategic 

Approach objective in target 12.4 – ”By 2020, achieve the environmentally sound management of chemicals and all 
wastes throughout their life cycle, in accordance with agreed international frameworks, and significantly reduce their 
release to air, water and soil in order to minimize their adverse impacts on human health and the environment”. 

 Furthermore, Target 3.9 specifies ”by 2030 substantially reduce the number of deaths and illnesses from hazardous 
chemicals and air, water, and soil pollution and contamination”. 

 Due to the integrated nature of the Sustainable Development Goals and the cross-cutting characteristics of chemical 
safety, sound management of chemicals and waste is implicit in many, if not all of the Sustainable Development 
Goals. There are several goals where clear connections can be made and where measurable indicators and targets 
within the Strategic Approach could be developed. Key Sustainable Development Goals that could be included are 2, 
3, 6, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, and 17.  

 Partnerships have been highlighted in Goal 17 of the 2030 Agenda. The Strategic Approach also provides a 
framework to operationalize partnership efforts in support of its objectives. The Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead 
Paint is a notable Strategic Approach example at the global level. The need for continued multi-sectoral and multi-
stakeholder approaches is further highlighted in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Similar to other 
issues addressed by the 2030 Agenda, the management of chemicals and waste is a complex issue that requires 
integrated solutions. 

 The Strategic Approach and Multilateral Environmental Agreements can be linked strategically to use the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. In line with this, finding common ground between the Strategic Approach, the 
Multilateral Environmental Agreements and the Sustainable Development Goals should be considered. 

Questions: 
 What measurable objectives can the Strategic Approach develop in support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development that also contribute to relevant Sustainable Development Goals? 
 How can the Strategic Approach leverage the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to strengthen multi-sectoral 

collaboration at the national level?  
 Whether and how Strategic Approach stakeholders can/should use the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to 

link strategically to with other issue areas such as climate change, cities, gender, water, food safety, food security 
and biodiversity?  

 How can the Strategic Approach platform be used to meaningfully facilitate strategic partnership efforts, in line with 
Sustainable Development Goal 17, and promote multi-sectoral engagement?  
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Topic 6:  Measuring progress, reviewing commitments 
Desired outcome for the intersessional process:  
 Measurable objectives with clear and achievable targets and in support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development are included, where appropriate, in the beyond 2020 platform (consistent with Conference resolution 
IV/4 and UNEA resolution 1/5). 

Key considerations: 
 One approach is that the 11 basic elements agreed to in the Overall Orientation and Guidance (OOG) be translated 

into specific or concrete measurable goals (implementation plans) linked to specific Sustainable Development Goals 
as identified by the different stakeholders/regions/countries. At the same time, there is a challenge that not all of the 
11 basic elements are of equal relevance to all stakeholders.   

 In order to ensure that the Strategic Approach creates value-added, it is suggested to focus on goals and measurable 
targets, following the model of the SDGs and 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. Taking this into account, it is 
suggested that the beyond 2020 platform includes a global vision and results framework (with indicators) against 
which progress to achieve the sound management of chemicals and waste can be measured at various levels, 
including at the national, regional and global levels. Something that has been missing in the past. 

 In thinking through the various elements/goals of the Strategic Approach, a distinction should be made between the 
substantive goals to be achieved on the one hand (the "what"), and modalities of implementation on the other (the 
"how"). This approach was used for the 2030 Agenda, with up-front goals covering substantive issues, while the final 
goals and targets covering an enabling environment, governance, means of implementation, etc. 

 Measuring progress regarding institutional strengthening and capacity building initiatives is challenging. 
 Furthermore while some indicators for the social, economic and environmental dimensions of sustainability are 

easily quantifiable, others are typically qualitative in nature (particularly in the social dimension). It should not be 
assumed that those that are easily quantifiable are the most important. 

 The commitments agreed to by all stakeholders should be strategically chosen and lead to reductions in toxic 
exposures. A limited number of could be identified. Targets need to be achievable, accompanied by clear and 
measurable indicators. The Aichi Targets6 used in biodiversity governance for operationalization of five strategic 
goals may be an example.   

 Stakeholders or groups of stakeholders (where desired results would require joint action or complementary action) 
could voluntarily establish plans on how they intend to achieve these targets, and the Conference could provide an 
open space for discussing these plans and assessing progress. Such a system could mirror the “commit and review” 
approach of the High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF), through which a number of 
countries are committing voluntarily to reviews of their SDG implementation. Another model could be the 
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) monitoring process, which entails Standards and Recommended 
Practices (SARPs)7. 

 Measurable indicators can be identified by a monitoring and evaluation team through scrutinizing all Strategic 
Approach documents, especially those in support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Questions: 
 How can the future Strategic Approach develop measurable targets that support achievement of relevant Sustainable 

Development Goals? How can the Sustainable Development Goals be used to support the development of concrete 
measures that lead to reductions in toxic exposures? 

 What is the best mechanism(s) or arrangement(s) to measure progress and success for the sound management of 
chemicals and waste?  

 How can synergies with other reporting processes be promoted to avoid duplication and maximize efforts?  
 How could reporting become less of a burden and more of an instrument for outlining plans for enhancing chemicals 

and waste management, as well as for reflection and learning? 
 How can reporting measure reduction and elimination of adverse effects on human health and the environment? 

                                                             
6 www.cbd.int/sp/targets/ 
7 www.icao.int/safety/SafetyManagement/Pages/SARPs.aspx 
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 How can the Strategic Approach’s measurable objectives developed in support of Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable 
Development Goals be used to support future evaluations of progress for the sound management of chemicals and 
waste?   

 How can the Strategic Approach assess progress in those dimensions of sustainability (e.g. social impacts and 
outcomes) that are not easily quantifiable? 
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Topic 7:  Financing 
Desired outcome for the intersessional process:   
 Consideration of mechanism(s) for sustainable contributions for future Strategic Approach implementation.  
 Considerations of mechanisms for ensuring a stable secretariat.   
Key considerations: 
 The respective capacities and capabilities of developed and developing countries and countries with economies in 

transition need to be considered.  
 Dedicated resources for the sound management of chemicals and waste have expanded, including through the Global 

Environment Facility (GEF) focal area on chemicals and waste which now has a wider scope, and through the 
Special Programme on Institutional Strengthening, but further resources are needed to respond to the multiple 
challenges. 

 Conference resolution IV/1 noted that adequate implementation of sound chemical management responsibilities is a 
resource-intensive task and it represents a particular challenge for developing countries and countries with economies 
in transition; the resolution also acknowledged that the scale of resources available from all sources, including 
through the Quick Start Programme and the Global Environment Facility, are insufficient to achieve the goal of 
sound management of chemicals in developing countries. 

 Both the Overarching Policy Strategy and the Global Plan of Action are not directly linked to a capacity development 
support system. Efforts to secure development assistance funds for sound chemicals management have been limited, 
despite Strategic Approach’s link to sustainable development.  

 Strengthening the capacities of all concerned, and mobilizing national and international financing from public and 
private sources for the life-cycle management of chemicals (mainstreaming), requires effective contributions of the 
developed countries to assist the developing and less developed countries to overcome technological and financial 
challenges. Strengthening the links between the sound management of chemicals and waste to other issue areas – 
such as biodiversity, water and climate change – could expand opportunities to access financial resources, 
particularly in the Global Environment Facility. Linkages should be explored especially within the framework of the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

 Industry and businesses involvement, dedicated external financing by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) and 
other intergovernmental organization and specialized agencies, funds and programmes would have a great role to 
support the Strategic Approach. 

 It may be necessary to further elaborate the proposed workplan beyond 2020 before a meaningful dialogue on 
financing can be contemplated. 

Questions: 
 How can a future Strategic Approach platform engage a broader base of contributions beyond 2020 that will: 

o Secure, sufficient, predictable, sustained and timely financing and in-kind contributions to support 
implementation of SAICM in the beyond 2020 context? 

o Secure, sufficient, predictable, sustained and timely financing and in-kind contributions to support 
implementation of a future secretariat? 

 What existing financing mechanisms can be leveraged to help with the above (e.g. funding to the Multilateral 
Environmental Agreements)? 

 How could a future Strategic Approach platform be designed to assist countries to develop broader, strategic, multi-
country project proposals, drawing out a broader funding base?    

 What is needed to convince international multilateral and bilateral development assistance donors that initiatives in 
support of sound chemicals management make important contributions toward achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals and should be recognized as such?  

 How can development assistance aid to sound chemicals management be tracked? 
 
 

_____________ 


