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NOTE:  
✓ Since this is a discussion, we encourage you to prepare or at least think about the 

questions prior to joining.   

✓ This guide lays out the background to the questions, presents the questions and 

provides resources if you should wish to read further on the issue. 

 
 
 

•  Details for joining this discussion are below. To participate in this discussion you 

will need to have signed up in advance at: https://saicmknowledge.org/community 

• For technical assistance on the day of the discussion go to the LiP CoP WhatsApp 

group: https://chat.whatsapp.com/BKTKGwt5cnNCgG9BOzYK1i  

• Connect with laptops/PCs rather than phones since the discussion is about typing. 

 
 
 
Can’t make the discussion but still want to contribute? 
 
If you cannot attend the discussion but would still like to contribute your comments to the 
discussion or ask the presenters any questions, please complete the following form: 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=NUNFkk5Wz0ywsCREW4wD91x9R
lDZzZ1Dv1nPUoFUDs5URTE2SEMzS1k1SlBUUzQ3UUpXRkFKUDNWQSQlQCN0PWcu 
 
We will post your contributions on your behalf during the discussion and the presenters and 
participants will be able to see your contributions, answer your questions and engage with 
what you have said. 
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PRESENTER BIOSKETCH 

 
Ken Davis is a policy and technical expert specializing in the role 
of science in shaping multilateral cooperation on the environment. 
Trained as a geologist, he began his career working on 
transboundary environmental issues as a U.S. Peace Corps 
volunteer in Ukraine, He later joined the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency Office of International Affairs, where he served 
on the U.S. delegation negotiating the Minamata Convention on 
Mercury. In 2014, he joined the UNEP Chemicals and Health 
Branch. His work includes managing projects on reducing mercury 

use in artisanal mining and other sectors, facilitating scientific and policy assessments on 
mercury and other chemicals, and coordinating activities with the Global Mercury 
Partnership. He is also the Programme Officer in charge of all lead-related activities, 
including lead paint and used lead-acid batteries. 
 

Elena Jardan is a consultant at WHO in the Chemicals and health 
unit, responsible for lead-related projects. She is a medical doctor in 
preventive toxicology with advanced degrees in hygiene and public 
health. She has developed materials to support government 
decision-making, e.g. on chemicals regulation (including health and 
economic impacts), workers’ health, and implementation of 
international agreements. She has organized several International 
Lead Poisoning Prevention Week campaigns. 
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QUESTION 1 – Ken Davis (14:10 GMT+2) 

Background: The Lead Paint Alliance is making progress towards its goal of 
preventing exposure to lead through the establishment of lead paint laws in all 
countries.  
 
Considering the long-term health impacts of even low levels of exposure to lead, it 
is important to minimize lead exposure from all sources. To accelerate establishing 
and implementing protective legal limits on lead in paint, several guidance 
documents are available from the Lead Paint Alliance, including the Model Law and 
Guidance for Regulating Lead Paint which recommends a limit of 90 ppm.  To help 
with establishing laws, UNEP is implementing a Global Environment Facility (GEF) 
Project for the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals Management (SAICM) 
that provides advice on lead paint laws.  
 
Since the inception of the GEF SAICM project in 2019, eight countries have 
announced they have successfully established lead paint laws.  During this time, the 
Lead Paint Alliance has been actively working with over 60 countries to assist them 
in taking steps towards developing lead paint laws. Building on existing progress, 
the project has led to an increase in the number of countries working on and 
advancing through the stages towards finalizing a lead paint law 
 

DISCUSSION INTRODUCTION 

The discussion will focus on the newly released Update on the Global Status of Legal Limits 
on Lead in Paint that reports on new laws, new tools and momentum in global progress 
toward eliminating lead in paint.  The data and maps provided in the Update are based on 
the WHO public database of countries that have passed laws to eliminate lead from paint. 
This data is gathered annually by  a country survey.  
 
This Update has been produced regularly since 2017 by the Global Alliance to Eliminate 
Lead Paint (Lead Paint Alliance), a voluntary partnership formed by UNEP and WHO to 
prevent exposure to lead through promoting the phase-out of paints containing lead. The 
Lead Paint Alliance is guided by an Advisory Council chaired by the US Environmental 
Protection Agency (US EPA). In the first Update, 67 countries with legally binding controls 
to limit production, import, and sale of lead paint were highlighted.  
 
The elimination of lead exposure at its source is the single most effective action to protect 
people from the harmful effects of lead. However, the continued use of lead in paint in many 
parts of the world remains an important source of exposure. To prevent lead exposure, laws, 
regulations or enforceable standards are needed in every country to stop the manufacture, 
sale and import of lead-containing paints. Countries that have not yet done so are urged to 
enact and enforce effective laws, at a minimum, stop the manufacture, import and sale of 
household decorative lead paints. Countries are also encouraged to consider limiting the 
lead concentration in all types of paints. 
 
At the start of 2021, the Lead Paint Alliance  knows of 79 countries with legally binding 
controls to limit the production, import and sale of lead paints, which represents 41% of all 
countries. In many countries, using lead paint in homes and schools is not prohibited, 
creating a significant risk of children's exposure to lead.  
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The Update on the Global Status of Legal Limits on Lead in Paint presents information on  
the stages of country law development to show progress toward the Alliance goal of 
promoting laws in all countries. The stages are described as: 

• Stage 0: Steps towards laws not yet taken 

• Stage 1: Government initial interest 

• Stage 2: First steps taken 

• Stage 3: Early stages of drafting 

• Stage 4: Final stages of drafting 

• Stage 5: Final lead paint law 

In addition to the 41% of countries worldwide that have currently adopted lead paint 
laws, the Lead Paint Alliance is aware of another 26 countries (13%) that are in the 
early and final stages of drafting laws.   
 
 
Question 1: What is your country currently doing to move toward the next stage in 
establishing a law? If progress is not being made, what barriers are in the way? 
 
 
Resources/Information for the Discussion:  

• Update on the Global Status of Legal Limits on Lead Paint (UNEP) 

• Model Law and Guidance for Regulating Lead Paint (EN, AR, CH, FR, RU, 

SP) (UNEP) 

• SAICM/UCT LiP CoP 2020 Discussion 1 Digest: Steps toward adoption of 

national lead paint laws 

 
 
 

QUESTION 2 – Ken Davis (14:30 GMT+2) 

Background: The Global Status Update provides the status of laws in regional 
contexts, with specific countries and activities noted by region to promote action on 
a national level. Trade of paint often takes place within a region. To create a level 
playing field, it is helpful when all the countries in a region have consistent and 
strong laws which will prevent trade of lead paint across borders with neighboring 
countries and can support an extension of the market share for paint producers 
manufacturing compliant paint across the region. For instance, some regional 
initiatives to regulate lead paint or lead have been implemented, such as  EU 
REACH in the European Union or a regional standard in the East African 
Community.  
 
The report finds that as of 31 December, 2020, 38% of countries in Latin America 
and the Caribbean had reported laws; 78% in Europe; 11% in Africa; 45% in West 
Asia, 28% in Asia and Pacific; and 100% in North America.  
 
Question 2: In your opinion, how is activity to establish laws in your region leading 
to action toward laws in your own country, or alternatively, how have laws in your 

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/35105/GS-2020.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/model-law-and-guidance-regulating-lead-paint
https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/model-law-and-guidance-regulating-lead-paint
https://saicmknowledge.org/sites/default/files/meterial/LiP%20discussion%201%20digest.pdf
https://saicmknowledge.org/sites/default/files/meterial/LiP%20discussion%201%20digest.pdf
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country led to action toward laws in your region? If it  is not, how could the benefits 
of consistent laws across a region motivate action in your country? 
 
Resources/Information for the Discussion:  

• Countries with Legally-Binding Controls on Lead Paint (WHO) 

 
 
 

QUESTION 3 – Elena Jardan (15:00 GMT+2) 

Background: Based on the Update, stakeholders in all countries are encouraged 
to take action to inform and establish laws. Awareness-raising is an important part 
of keeping the need for lead paint laws in the public eye. Guidance on how to 
conduct an awareness-raising or advocacy campaign provides support to countries 
in building improved awareness-raising.  
 
The 2020 Update can be used to promote action in your country by providing 
regional information to national government officials, promoting the resource via 
social media, and providing a debrief of key messages via webinar.   
  
Question 3: In your opinion, how can your country conduct an awareness-raising 
campaign using the 2020 Update on the Global Status of Legal Limits on Lead in 
Paint to build support toward laws? If an awareness-raising campaign will not work 
right now, how else could your country use the Global Status Update to build 
support towards lead paint laws? 
 
Resources/Information for the Discussion:  

• Guidance on organizing an advocacy or awareness-raising campaign on 

lead paint (WHO) 

• SAICM/UCT LiP CoP 2020 Discussion 3 Digest – Awareness raising for 

lead in paint elimination  

https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/indicators/indicator-details/GHO/legally-binding-lead-controls
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240011496
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240011496
https://saicmknowledge.org/sites/default/files/meterial/LiP%20discussion%203%20digest.pdf
https://saicmknowledge.org/sites/default/files/meterial/LiP%20discussion%203%20digest.pdf
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This activity is supported by the Global Environment Facility (GEF) project ID: 9771 on Global Best Practices on 
Emerging Chemical Policy Issues of Concern under the Strategic Approach to International Chemicals 
Management (SAICM).                                                                                                                           

Format of how the discussion will operate: 
 

•  To participate in this discussion, sign up at: https://saicmknowledge.org/community 

  

•  Should you require assistance or have questions, contact: uctcops@outlook.com  

 

✓ This live discussion will be run in Microsoft Teams in the chat section on the set day. . 

Members will introduce themselves upon arrival into the chat room. 

 

✓ The discussion presenter will briefly present a verbal introduction. 

 

✓ Three questions will be posted during the 1 ½ hour discussion for 25 minutes discussion. The 

presenter/s will address comments in the chat section of Teams and all are encouraged to 

engage. 

 

✓ All are welcome to join the discussion which will be held in English. Feel free to write in 

another language if you are struggling with English and members will assist where possible. 

 

Instructions for joining this discussion on the set date: 
 
This discussion will be held in Microsoft (MS) Teams.  
 

• After joining the CoP, a link to this discussion will be circulated to you via email and sent 
out as an Outlook calendar invite. 
 

• If your organisation already has MS Teams, you will need to switch from your 
organisations MS Teams to your University of Cape Town Guest Teams account in the 
following manner: 

a. You can do this by going into your MS Teams and navigating to the top right 
corner of the page to where your profile picture is 

b. Here you should see the name of your organisation and small arrow indicating a 
drop-down menu 

c. Click on this arrow and choose “University of Cape Town” 
 

• Find the email sent to you with the MS Teams link to this discussion. 
 

• Click the link that says, “Join Microsoft Teams Meeting” and you should be taken into the 
discussion. 
 

If you have not received an email with the link, make sure you are signed up for the Chemicals and 
SDGs Community of Practice or send an email to: uctcops@outlook.com 

 

https://saicmknowledge.org/community
mailto:uctcops@outlook.com
mailto:uctcops@outlook.com

